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VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING — PRACTITIONER TRAINING 

270. Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE to the minister representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the voluntary assisted dying scheme due to commence in Western Australia from 1 July 2021. 
(1) By region, how many medical practitioners have registered to participate in training to date? 
(2) By region, how many medical practitioners have completed the mandatory training to date? 
(3) Does the government have a target or an expectation as to how many medical practitioners are required to 

be trained and registered by 1 July for the scheme to be reasonably accessible to all Western Australians? 
(4) How will the VAD substance be distributed to patients in regional and remote Western Australia in 

a timely manner? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 
President, a lot of detail was asked for in this question, so a lot of detail is provided. 
The PRESIDENT: It crossed my mind that it was a long question! 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: 
(1) The following number of medical practitioners have registered for access to date: 46 in the metropolitan 

region; five in Peel; nine in the great southern; one in the midwest; one in the Pilbara; five in the south west; 
and two in the wheatbelt. The total number of medical practitioners registered is 69. Three nurse practitioners 
have registered—two in the metro region and one in the midwest. 

(2) Seventeen medical practitioners are in the process of completing the training. There are 13 in the metro 
region, one in Peel, one in the great southern, and two in the south west. 

(3) It is a decision of individual practitioners as to whether they choose to participate in voluntary assisted dying. 
The government has not set targets. Accessibility across Western Australia will be supported by a regional 
access support scheme. 

(4) The WA voluntary assisted dying statewide pharmacy service, SWPS, has been established to make sure 
that the voluntary assisted dying substance is provided in a safe, equitable and patient-centred manner. 
The SWPS is staffed by qualified pharmacists who are experienced health practitioners. The SWPS is 
hosted by North Metropolitan Health Service and is a statewide service. If a patient who lives in a regional 
or remote area requires this, pharmacists employed by the SWPS will travel to them to supply the substance 
and provide written information about its administration. 
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